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Teacher Notes & Table of Contents
While there is a standard procedure for the scientific method, teachers 

label the parts of the process differently.  The following posters and 
recording sheets are some ways elementary students can record their 

findings. 

Foundations for elementary science are observing the world, asking a 
question, researching, determining a hypothesis, recordings procedure 
and experimenting, analyzing, and writing a conclusion.  Some of these 

steps can be left out for students at different age levels, so that they 
can focus more deeply on other components. While all of the steps 
“should” be observed, it is okay to simplify the process for younger 

students.   

The goal is to ignite a passion for science in younger students. We want 
them to wonder about the world around them, ask questions, and find 

answers to their questions.  

The general steps in the scientific method include:  
1. observation 
2. question 
3. research 
4. hypothesis 
5. experiment / procedure 
6. data / analyze 
7. conclusion 

Experiment and Procedure are similar concepts.  Both posters contain the 
same information, but I chose to create a separate poster so that 

teachers could choose to separate them, if desired. Experiment is also 
listed separately with a different poster graphic.  It can be used with 

the idea of observing in the moment vs. listing the steps of a procedure. .   
These are slight variations. 

If you would like modifications to the posters, please email me 
(jessica@whatihavelearnedteaching.com).  I’m open to hearing your 

needs and ideas and will consider additional posters. 
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