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The stoat is a small mammal related to
the weasel, otter, ferret, badger, mink,
and wolverine. It is also called the short-
tailed weasel or the ermine. The stoat
lives in o wide range of habitats, including

within the Arctic circle. It is common in

Europe, Asia, and North America

The male stoat is called a hob, while
the female is called o jill. Both the male
ond female will defend their home ogoinst

infruders

Appearance

The stoat looks like its cousin, the
weasel In the summer, it hos o brown
coat with a white throat, chest, and belly
During the winter, the stoat has an all-

white coat with a black-tipped tail

The stoat is between I0-H inches long
and can weigh over |7 ounces. Its long, slim
body makes it a fast and powerful
predator

Diet and Feeding

The stoat is a carnivore and will eat
anything it con cotch. It prefers to eat
rabbits, mice, ond insects. It will also eat

eggs. chicks, frogs, rats, ond squirrels

The stoat uses its strong eyesight and
sense of smell fo hunt. Thanks fo its size,
the stoat con easily find its way through
underground burrows and within trees

The stoat crawls along the ground in
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Offspring e

Stoats usually mate during the
but the fermale will delay her preg
until the following spring After of
she gives birth to 5-I5 baby stoat$

kits. She will nurse the kits for o

When the kits are born, they @
covered in fine, white hair. They d
darker mane around their neck w
are three weeks old After they o
weeks old, they join their mother on
hunting trips. The kits are complefé
independent when they are three
old

Threats & Predatol

Natural predators of stoats includ
birds of prey such as owls and hawks
well as lorger carnivores such os foxed

wild cats, and dogs. In the wild, stoaf
for on average of just two yeors :

The stoat gets its nickname, the

ermine, from its winter coat. People hawemm

prized the coat and hunted the stoat in
lorge quantities to moke clothing Today,
stoats are no longer hunted for their
coats

The stoat is common and is not
considered endangered. It is threatened in

some areas due to habitat loss
e o0
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WAYS TO USE IN
THE CLASSROOM

e Use during winter science
or nonfiction reading units

e Assignh one animal per
week for close reading
and writing

e Add to literacy centers or
guided reading groups

e Support animal research
reports and projects

e Leave ready-to-go for sub
plans or independent
work




Perfect Science and ELA Integration

Students read, write, sort, and research while learning
about animal adaptations and habitats in cold
environments.

Saves Time With Consistent Layouts

Every animal follows the same structure, making
planning simple and allowing teachers to focus on
instruction, not prep.

Supports All Learners With Built-In Scaffolds

Vocabulary cards, fact sorts, and note-taking organizers
help struggling readers and writers access complex
information.




My passion is making learning accessible to all
students. | love scaffolding learning, breaking
down the concepts and building them up so that

students can see the connections. | love figuring

out the small components that build up to the

big ideas and helping students see it all.
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