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WHAT'S INCLUDED

S5E INHERITANCE OF TRAITS UNIT
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170+ Page 5E Unit Plan

Lesson Plans for All 5 Phases

Teacher Notes and Misconceptions

Materials Checklist and 4 Timelines
Plant and Animal Trait Investigations
Reading Passages on Inherited Traits
Vocabulary Cards and Big Idea Posters
Exit Tickets in 3 Formats

Performance Assessment

Answer Keys for Student Pages

Google Slides and Google Forms Versions
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ENGOGET S ing. s | Spark curiosity with parents and

Introducing . .. Traits

l. Cut out each of the cards. Offs pri ng

2. There are many ways weggan describe organisms (living ( )

. Read the descriptions of What Is ThiS?

Students match each animal or
plant offspring to its parent.
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\ Y R
Did the plont lock bke the seed |
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2 These are sunflower seeds

y
paper: ) ~\
6.Glue the cards on the construction paper. My EXPerlences
Students look at sunflowers and a
mother cat with her kittens and
explain what is alike and different.
y
N

Introducing Traits

Students cut out trait cards and
sort them into categories they
choose.
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Eploneris . 1 Investigate traits in organisms

Part 1: You Try It

Check It Out: Activity snegy —— Student Instructions and classmates
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Check It Out

i Students compare two organisms
1 e n h finishe 1 vour . . . . _

Bor Gy | ishech add your answers to your Closs and list their similarities and
differences.
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Watch and Read This

Students read about how a
hummingbird builds a nest no one
S ST | Ty | W taught her to make.
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YouTry It

Students check their own traits, like
widow's peak and earlobes, and
graph the class resuilts.




| &pea[n/?art I
What Doe

Student Instructions:
Use your Activity ©

ATty Sheet ond Bar 3 i
quastions on your “What Do o Lroph from the

. Eng
25 It Moon® sheet 9

V Vhich fl‘ﬂli‘-\' {ﬁ rou by ave th t moct F2onde in 1
s You 2 Tha ost _u‘p, N your ¢
L ¥ 53

Which fraite
roits do you have thet most people in vour o d
s Ciss

Do you have more 4 aits in comme

on with your fomily or il

Why ds you think this 52

|
Look ot the list f

2 st of traits below: Thind s
srson is sy oewt Think about how sof
Person is born with these traits or if it e s 2
someone is born wi 5 o trait the

ith the trgit weits =
il Change- e frait write *Born * If the

Brown fyesg

———

_———

Broken leg

———

Con Play drumns

.

s It Mean?: Activity Sheet

:  part 3
Wajﬂl P tting It All Together

Draw your animak

MNarve

Putting It All Together
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&Pﬂﬂm Fa What Are Inherited Traits?

A epider spins o web. No one tought her how fo o thi et

does she know how o e it?

A ciraffe has a long neck, Two b

&L -
brown spots. All groffes have

graffes hove these froits?

T | f t colors,
Roses ore beautiful flowers. | hey may have dif ferent co |

put they have the same shope

JoSE

traats?

; s Why do ol
troit is o feature thot describes on orgonism. Why

1
leaves, ond grow on bushes. Wiy do roses hove simiiar
m&’.‘i BONES, -

WD i h ders. oo ffac oo rasos
Li things, Such 05 SDARE = ¢
- Neress — e ¢ T o] of

a. If you get heads, highl

= | b. If

Nome

¥ on your Activity Sheet, flip o coin
ght the trait under the *Mother* column

you get tails, highlight the troit under the *Fother* col
ils, highli it under the r* colum
2 Draw an animal that has the traits you highlight e

ed

3 Answer the Reflection questions on your Activity Sheet

[;quf of the Body

Mother (Hﬁuds}

Body Fur

orns on its heod, ord large
hese features, colled traits. A

Father (Tails) “

Blue fur with green spots

Purple fur with erange stars

Face Fur

Siroughf beard

Curly beord

They clso hove thorns, green

n

Eye Shape

Long ovals

Big circles

chare troify Eye color

without o Ig

|| Bgrow
\
\

Small circle

1 gmis ore

,11:“7‘5
|| possed &
11
\

“.-.rves G
|| re o cof
|p|59,e:+ﬂ

‘I liof thel
| i

I kah,m
|| Wpons

|‘ ) 147 - R e —
| {ofF‘SF"‘“‘”‘B

|| Bve more

|| pg The

1| § But all the
| fos

QJ0] : 10I0

Build explanations from evidence

What Does It Mean?

Students compare their traits with

classmates and family and think
about why.

What Are Inherited Traits?

Students read about ladybugs,
giraffes, roses, and pansies and
sum up what they learned.

Putting It All Together

Students flip a coin to pick mother
or father traits and draw the
animal that results.
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What is a traif that all plants
share?

Green leaves

organisms
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Apply inherited traits to new
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Where Are the Traits?
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Students compare the traits of
blackberries, raspberries, and
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Have Fun With It
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Check understanding with
evidence

Namne: A

Part 2

has

snowing Tralls Sort "d_: Gdybug i . ) : = ( \
Not wings. 7 . I : : |

What | Khow

Students explain how ladybugs get
their spots and score themselves
with a rubric.

Inherited Trait

J
[ — - 1 Gm Showing Traits
Students sort pictures into inherited
and not inherited traits.
J
)

Going Forward

Students write a new question and
hypothesis about plant and animal
traits.




VOCABULARY, POSTERS & EXIT TICKETS

EXIT TICKETS

VOCABULARY CARDS BIG IDEA POSTERS
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Picture cards and word cards for Four posters on traits, inherited 11 exit tickets, each in short answer,
traits, genes, and traits that are not fill-in-the-blank, and multiple
choice formats.

trait, inherited trait, cold-blooded,
and warm-blooded. inherited.
J L
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TEACHING TIMELINE OPTIONS
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o 5 davs ! Day 1 1 Day 2 ( Day 3 1 Day 4 ( Day 5 )
Optl.on L y Engage Explore Explain Extend Evaluate
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\ \. J \L J \L J \L VAN JJ
é \\
: 9 davs Day1 Day 2 Day 3 Day 4 Day 5 Day 6 Day 7 Day 8 Day 9
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Orange days are Science Station lessons. Magenta notes are extra station activities you can add that day.



YOU WILL LOVE THIS BECAUSE
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Hands-On From Day One Planned and Ready to Fits Your Schedule
Teach

Teacher notes, a misconceptions Choose from 4 timeline options,

guide, a materials checklist, and and use the Google Slides and
Google Forms versions for a print

or digital classroom.

Students match offspring to
parents, check their own traits,
and compare berries, so answer keys are done for you.

inheritance makes sense.
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TEACHERS LOVE IT!
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READY FOR YOUR
, . CLASSROOM
This was perfectly Thank you for Many activities to
aligned to NGSS making such a teach traits Instant digital
and completely detailed and easy through a variety download
engaged my third to read/use unit! of ways Print and use the
graders. activities
@ Google Slid.es and
Forms versions
Shannon Kerr Amandal L. Brittany T.
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Explain, Extend, Evaluate




WANT MORE 3RD GRADE 5E UNITS?

Save with a topic bundile or the full-year bundle.
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https://www.teacherspayteachers.com/Product/3rd-Grade-Life-Science-Curriculum-5E-Units-Lesson-Plans-Worksheets-Passages-3760180
https://www.teacherspayteachers.com/Product/3rd-Grade-Science-Units-5E-Lesson-Plans-Yearlong-Bundle-NGSS-Inquiry-Curriculum-3508353?utm_source=WIHL%20PV%5EInherited%20Traits&utm_campaign=3rd%20Science%205E%20Bundle

My passion is making learning accessible to all students.
| love scaffolding learning, breaking down the concepts and
building them up so that students can see the connections.

| love figuring out the small components that build up to

the big ideas and helping students see it all.
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