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WHAT'S INCLUDED

Read, research, and write
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& Vocabular
activities d cut-and-paste

& Note-taking organizers and
comprehension questions

@ Fact sort activities
@ Informational writing pages

@ Answer keys included

& QR codes for safe video research

.

2o
ax Pesert Tortoise

[':urnufhk wrrcf .ddurf
inf

Word

Yo c"bUlary

ons. |‘\,
‘atch them yih the i
*r' ras,

Ciivity

Definition

Desert tortoises make their home in
ts in the southwestern Urited
Mexico, These
flots, ond
ve fo

deasert habita
States ond marthwestern
habitats include caryans, sondy

rocky foothills The tortoises ore nati

ihe Mojave ond Sanoran deserts

Desert tortoises are cold-blosded, or

actotherrnic. This means they need the

sun To worm tham In the winter, it is too

cold for the fortoises o stay worm
Tnstead, they dia burrows to hibernate
until spring In the summar, desert

heat, This

tortoises burrow to escope the

is colled cestivation

Appearance

+ tortoices are covered by @ shell

Desert

- _
Desert Tortoise Note Taking

colled o caropace. The shell con be many

Desert Tortmsmﬂg '

Diet and Feeding :

Desert tortoises ore herbiveres
s such as grosses. W Voter
scarce The fortoises get
ad from their

gurviving on plon

in the desert is
most of the water they nee

food  They will dig grooves In the sand to

cateh rainwater. One good drink of

ot the tortoises o yeor

rainwater con los

Of fspring
Fernole desert fortoises dig nests in the
ond 1o loy eags. They lay aghout five eags
e in the sond After this, the

cnd bury th
ags to develop on Hheir

mother leaves the e

AN

After 90 o 130 days, the baby '
y dig Their way up to u
P o |

tortoises hateh  The
the surfoce end stort bk

‘:%ws‘m’npryuidow#ﬂw'wamhyuwqun

Sart Tre fact w

Sheet

APPEdfdnce

Y tiributes

Direchere Cut opart $ha babe's and each $ect
Atiribu Actions Environment |
does, can where it lves

(o] locks, has, is

agories s 0 Piterratwily, ereate your wins categeres

0 D

Offspring

,_
—

endangered

They are concidered on

| ™ e s bas | e ol con bo dfforent | Thay got most the aler
© i conyons, flats, and smdeso‘fbrowandhas : needfromﬂmr&:od
-E : rockyfooi deseds orangeurye!hwrmrngs ] 3
‘3 'Ihe males sometines use the i The fortoise population is ot | The hard shell s bt for h‘
= \ i gulor hor w’nenﬁgh'ﬂngoﬂwr rﬁkd\kfohbﬁafhssand *nrs‘robreakopen
P k| bl sk
!n the winter, it is foo cold for P"h]-es and feroles are smhr Deseri *oﬂocses are cold-
e J 1'he tortoes to stay wormt n length and weight. blocded, or ectothermc.
o/
§ i Mu\es and females lock ke, ‘I 4he winter, desert hﬁmws H can toke 5 years to reach |
@ | affpough roles have bonger 1 ybornate i a burrow. | raturty.
% tals and @ qular hor. ¢
o . In the surmer, desert The gular lor horn is used by 'l'lhaferr\n!edagsomsk‘fnby:
od 1 4ortoises burrow fo escape - males when they fight o eggsmﬂwsprmg She does. |
'5 fhe heat. uHrac’f females not stoy v with her eggs. |
i S _E s o MP :
[ \_ I} After 130 days, the youq ¢ ,{::l*\k (;f ranwaler |y 4otoce mo:ve s
) hateh from the eggs . con last orocsesayaar rough ferran
( Few baby tortoses il Desert fortoises are le $ortoise & protected by a
*\ survive o herbwores shell
Deser‘i ‘foﬁu&esinveamy ; 'Ihey d:ggrw\msmﬂw ":

predaters,

- sord to cateh ramwufer i
m*ers coyotes, o

species




'
Desert tortoises make ther home
*  Jdesord hobitots i 4 s

the southwastarn United

- | { §
5-ﬂ+€5 ang r\:;,—r'n..‘_._.!.:fnrn _!v!ﬂ‘“_n Tru

Ratntats
tats nelude comyans, sandy Flats, and
rocky foothds T} b
= = 1‘: oothifs The tortoises are native 4o
e | & native 14
e Vigjave ond Sonoron desar
2 s

i}
Uesart fn-t
= NEBT fya codd-hl
B tlooded or
'E“*G.ﬂ‘e!rrrt‘: :'i"\rs means H p
=0NS They need th
Y ne WE

e ;
old f 2
@ d for the forfoizes 4o shay warm
insteod, th }

ot hey dig burrows o ribernate
uniil I ##
e oring In the summer dasert
farioises burrow fo escope the heat T}

Pe The heat, This

= colled aestivati an

Appearance

Uersert 4 -4 L e Cower s b gt
! orioices ore coverod ;.F'fﬂ._-l |
ved o = g L S0 e rnon 3

Rl £ b shell Con b
D2 oy

P ~
ent of ¢ T
hodes of orown. [f con also

,.\
'

-t ) “ow markingt  The shell
CIeChs oritos fi boxi -
b ferfoises from Predofors that
ey connot outrun. Predafors such os
Coyoles. connot bragk open the hord ched
shell

I +
g inches fall, ond can
.-F-sghn..p o 5 pounds. Moles ond fermalss
lock obke olthough moles have lone _: i '
and o gular horn The gular horn -j: bf"’
part of the chell neor their hpnd-- ‘Thvﬂ?
r:r-‘s'ns sometimes use this a'x':n: .q.: ;
:.-ghf ng other males 4o ottract +'w:;'n-
Fower ful, ruseulor leas help the f.w-i'o :- 2
move across the rough ;;ro._-";i -

LT
L]

Ortnics
IE LR 2]

3&:5\
Su'w.\-:r,;
in the dy
mast of
food TH
colch ror

rarwoten

Fern e |

sond to gy |
ond bury Hhy

mather 'em-q

when you ere unsura of
confused by something

Mwmwﬂﬂ

ant to
* important that you w
remember

prod | |Highight with
roode
consd (|

Hc:é:.:‘rm
forfoied
|

Tor ?s:ﬁel. |

This hue [l symbel
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Desert forfoises have rmany natural
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Meet an animal in its habitat

ARTICLE

Students read a clear
informational article about desert

tortoise.

NOTICE DETAILS

Students look for facts about the

desert tortoise’s appearance,
habitat, diet, and behavior.
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DIFFERENT FORMATS

Teachers choose the article format
that fits students’ reading needs.




@ Note Taking Sheet Gather facts about desert tortoise
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Desert Tortoise Note Taking Sheet .
WATCH AND RESEARCH

Students use one QR-code page to
find a safe video source for
research about desert tortoise.

Write three facts gbout the desert fortoise

\

Deseribe a desert fortoise's hobitat

Appearance 4
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Activity ||

Fact )

TAKE NOTES

Students record facts about the
desert tortoise’s body, habitat,
behavior, and life cycle.

cabulary

Definition

BUILD VOCABULARY

Students use picture cards and
activities to practice important
animal words.
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Sort facts about desert tortoise

Students recall important facts
after reading about desert tortoise.

CHECK UNDERSTANDING

Students complete a cloze activity
using key vocabulary and facts.

SORT FACTS

Students organize information into
clear categories before writing.
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Turn notes into an desert tortoise

report
p

PLAN

Students use note-taking pages to
collect and organize research.

SUMMARIZE

Students turn facts into a focused
summary about desert tortoise.

WRITE

Students use report pages to
explain what they learned.




FROM READING TO ANIMAL RESEARCH WRITING
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Use the Writing pages
to turn notes into an
animal research report
about desert tortoise.
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WAYS TO USE THIS RESOURCE
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ANIMAL STUDY

Use the articles and vocabulary pages during a science
or nonfiction unit about desert tortoise.

GUIDED READING

Choose the article format and comprehension pages
that fit your readers.

ANIMAL RESEARCH

Use QR-code research and note-taking sheets to collect
facts from multiple sources.

INFORMATIONAL WRITING

Move from organized notes to a clear report about
desert tortoise.




YOU WILL LOVE THIS BECAUSE

PERFECT FOR SCIENCE SAVES TIME WITH SUPPORTS ANIMAL
AND ELA CONSISTENT LAYOUTS RESEARCH

Students read, write, sort, and Clear article, activity, and writing Vocabulary cards, fact sorts, and
research while learning about pages make planning simple and note-taking organizers help
desert tortoise adaptations and support independent work. students prepare an

habitats. informational report.
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TEACHERS LOVE IT!

| used this resource
as a supplement to
the EL Curriculum;
animal defenses. My
students were highly
engaged and loved
that they were
learning!

Scooting Through 4th Grade

Engaging
additional resource
used as a
supplement that
my students
enjoyed! Easy prep
is an added bonus!

Cynthia L.

| had a student who
loves turtles so |
combined his
interest with phonic
Skills needed to be
practiced. He really
enjoyed it.

Marc C.

READY FOR YOUR

CLASSROOM

0 Informational

articles in two
formats

0 Vocabulary,

comprehension, and
research activities

Note-taking and
informational writing

pages
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My passion is making learning accessible to all students.
| love scaffolding learning, breaking down the concepts and
building them up so that students can see the connections.

| love figuring out the small components that build up to

the big ideas and helping students see it all.
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