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WHAT'S INCLUDED

Read, research, and write

r

.

@ 1-page and 2-page informational

articles

@ Vocabulary cards and cut-and-paste

activities

& Note-taking organizers and
comprehension questions

@ Fact sort activities
@ Informational writing pages
@ Answer keys included

& QR codes for safe video research
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. Leof cutter ants ore o group of

o olmost 50 types or species of ants that
are known for chewing up plants ond
transporting the leof pieces to their nests
They live in forests in South and Central
Arrerica, Mexico, ond parts of the
southern United States.

Leof cutter ants build massive
underground nests which hove saverl
connected chambers that can be 500 feat
apart. The largest nests contain
8,000,000 (8 million) indwidua! ants!
These nests and their charmbers ore very
corefully built; sorme of them have
apenings on the surface which act ke air-
sonditioners. Seall pipes drow out warm
ar from the nest chambers ond suck in
cool air from the surface

Foraging and Diet
Leof cutter onts are best known for
eutting up leaves ond forming long trails of
individuol onts carrying the
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bock fo thanest They have extremel
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Social Organization
Leaf cutier ants are extremely social
animals. Each ant hos o specific job fo
perform in their colony. This is called a
coste sysfem, ond for leof cuter ants it is
based mainly on their size

*The smallest workers are colled rrinims
They lock after the growing baby ants
or care for the fungus

*The next largest ants are colled minars
They protect onts which are foroging
for leaves

+The next size of onts are called
mediae. These ore the onts go out
foraging. cutting up leaves and bringing
the preces bock to the nest

*The largest onfs ore colled majors
They act os soldiers to defend the
rest and other ants from intruders
The lorgest soldiers can be up fo 06

inches long

*Each colony also has a single queen whe
is the only ant in the colory thot leys
eggs. She is very lorge compared to
the othars, somatimes longer than |
inch The queen lives in o special
chamber, where she is fed, cleanad

and profected by rainim ants. She may

live for 10-20 yeors, loying 30,000

eggs ecch doy
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Meet an animal in its habitat

ARTICLE

Students read a clear
informational article about leaf

cutter ant.

NOTICE DETAILS

Students look for facts about the

leaf cutter ant’s appearance,
habitat, diet, and behavior.

DIFFERENT FORMATS

Teachers choose the article format
that fits students’ reading needs.




O Note Taking Sheet -

Gather facts about leaf cutter ant
W ebg”-eg Em rﬁ - hat mokes the leof cutter ant unioue 5
27 @ Leqf cutter Ant Note Taking St shee
b WATCH AND RESEARCH
| g Students use one QR-code page to
ﬂé find a safe video source for
- research about leaf cutter ant.
_J
2. oot Cutter Ant Vocgbulary ACIVY ) TAKE NOTES
Students record facts about the
leaf cutter ant’'s body, habitat,
behavior, and life cycle.
_J
)

BUILD VOCABULARY

Students use picture cards and

activities to practice important
animal words.




Sort facts about leaf cutter ant
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CHECK UNDERSTANDING

Students complete a cloze activity
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SORT FACTS

.,P, s thokmescffaFarmars Students organize information into
| clear categories before writing.




] Appearance

Habitat

aging / Diet

= Leaf Cutter Ant Turn notes into an leaf cutter ant
report
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PLAN

Students use note-taking pages to
collect and organize research.

&

SUMMARIZE

Students turn facts into a focused

(7 = leaf Cutter Ant L

Y

Social Organizati

summary about leaf cutter ant.

WRITE

Students use report pages to

explain what they learned.




FROM READING TO ANIMAL RESEARCH WRITING

i

READ

fungus
*Tho next lorgest ants are called rringes
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Read an informational
article about leaf
cutter ant in a format
that fits your students.
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Build vocabulary with
picture cards and
activities about leaf
cutter ant features and
habitats.
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Gather facts about the
leaf cutter ant’s
appearance, habitat,
diet, and behavior.
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Sort facts into
appearance, habitat,
behavior, and life cycle
categories.
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Use the writing pages
to turn notes into an
animal research report
about leaf cutter ant.

.



WAYS TO USE THIS RESOURCE

@ e e S — ANIMAL STUDY
eaf Cutter Ant Note T : . :
'f( = g e Shee* o | 0 Use the articles and vocabulary pages during a science
18 Other Facts | | or nonfiction unit about leaf cutter ant.
| g ( N\ L
I ; r
1=<U y } | GUIDED READING
| ( | E% Leaf Cutter Ant | e Choose the article format and comprehension pages
|8 = ﬂl that fit your readers.
| | »‘1,
| 1 L (
|\ | ANIMAL RESEARCH
|2 b | '| % e Use QR-code research and note-taking sheets to collect
'&E' | i facts from multiple sources.
g »
2 ORI, |
| s/ @ INFORMATIONAL WRITING
|1,'_§ 1", 0 Move from organized notes to a clear report about leaf
g ‘?; cutter ant.
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YOU WILL LOVE THIS BECAUSE

i

PERFECT FOR SCIENCE
AND ELA

Students read, write, sort, and
research while learning about leaf
cutter ant adaptations and
habitats.
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SAVES TIME WITH
CONSISTENT LAYOUTS

Clear article, activity, and writing
pages make planning simple and
support independent work.
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SUPPORTS ANIMAL
RESEARCH

Vocabulary cards, fact sorts, and
note-taking organizers help
students prepare an
informational report.

= Leaf Cutter Anf




TEACHERS LOVE IT!

This was a high
interest passage
and had nice
images and
activities.

Deborah K.

We used the Leaf Cutter
Ant reading passage
and activities as an at
home family activity
and it was great!!! The
families learned new
vocabulary terms and
worked together, it was
GREAT!!!!

Angel Johnson

Totally awesome!
My kids learned so
much using this
product!

Robin’'s Nest

0 Informational

0 Vocabulary,

READY FOR YOUR
CLASSROOM

articles in two
formats

comprehension, and
research activities

Note-taking and
informational writing

pages

F
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Passage




My passion is making learning accessible to all students.
| love scaffolding learning, breaking down the concepts
and building them up so that students can see the

connections. | love figuring out the small components that

build up to the big ideas and helping students see it all.
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