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The following articles about Coral Reef animals are written at a second
and third grade reading level. They all follow a similar format and can be
used for animal reports, informational reading, or fext analysis. The
sentence length, structure, and vocabulary have been controlled fo make
the text easier for young readers fo understand.

The articles come in two formats: One full-page black and white article
and one Two-page article with colorful pictures. The articles have the
same text. The only difference is the pictures.

The QR codes are for web sites and videos that give additional
information about each animal. If you find that any QR code does not
work, please email me and I will fix it promptly. Videos are from a variety

of web sites, including Youtube (via SafeShare). Be sure you can access
Youtube at your school.

The fact sort sheets are facts taken directly from the text. T use

therm fo help students organize information from the fext when writing
about the animals. Either use the given categories or have students do an
open sort and create their own categories.

I often use these articles during In-Formq'I'ionql
our informational writing unit. You

can_find more about this unit in this wrill.ing Tocls
blog post o (08, Qoutt Grimale,

The following vocabulary words

iotroduced the topic m o

come up frequently in the articles. - o
P ql Y R

I find it helpful fo present them fo A

Theee 5
in 0 desert!

W can €0t 20 pourds d d
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students before reading. Fot

The really hot dry desect io
@ home o the Spade foot tood.
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Two versions
of the
reading

passages

QR Codes for
Additiondl
Research

Fact Sort

Two page with pictures.

Sea furtles are large, aguati reph Diet and Feeding

that lve in warm oseans all araund the Sea furtles feed on G wide rangs of
world They are aften found near tropical  both ol recning fhey are
cord reefs. There are seven types or P

species of

furtles. rrokake e, g, ok sreres
o olso fith One excaption s the green

o et wbichacte ary plrt,
o crdcgo. which rocing They e

Most sea furties hove  hord shell

caled o corapace. The leatherbock is the.

orly 520 furtle that dos not have o hord

S el ol g deo
et il e e 500 mi

o caropac

The leatherbock = the lorgest sea
turtle, measuring up fo nine
o e rd g 1500 prc
Mozt of the cfher s

o fo four feet long an

et long, Fue

%mw Sea Turtle MHE

- for os lorg s

When finiched. the ferale rehurns o the

E o ok e ot i of o s oo ond st e by Srme
Five rinutes or

=) he
Baby Sea Turtles

sea furfles are pregnont for six
"

sichcfer S0 fo 60 doys

their e, fhe femae
buld a nest. Some feral

olwoys of right, ond fi
which fo moke a nest. She u:
fippers fo dig o hole about 20 inches des
with o clutch of 50

hind Baby sea furles m
auickly or they
ebydeation fram fhe i be cafen b

< them Only obout one
11000 siraves fo o

Cordal RECf

Condensed
one-page

Sea furtles are lorge, oauatic repties
that ke n warm ocear -

Thera ara seven fypes or
220 furtles

corapaca: nsteod, if has bony plafes
benccth fs leathery akin. Urke ofrer

Appearance

The leatherbock is fhe lor:
turtle, meosuring up fo nine feet long, five
fest wide ond weighing up fo 1500 pound:

Most of fha other species are beteen
o o four feet long and the srallect
ory B0 to 100 pounds.Mal:

brown or block, depending on the species.

Diet and Feeding
Sea trtles feed on o wide rangs of
both plnts and animals meaning they are

"Sea Turtle™

Some con stay underwoter for os long as
Five hours, but the usuallength of a dve is
Five minutes or

Baby Sea Turtles

Fernole se furfles ore pregnont for six

e farnales return o the
very sarme baach where fhey hatchad She

oo
ogan usully of right. Wi
ready fo hatch

baby sea furfles feor
their eqg shells cpart with fheir beak and
dig through the sond. Th might foke
$om i b wock Orcs oy e o
curfoce, they head stragh o th

predafors lke birds
water, they must swim several mies unfi

the current catches them. Only abaut ane
1000 survves fo odulthood

Drechos ot part o ik nd ah ot ot foct oo bt cegry o o cpn o ndcoce your oo clogr.

Drochre: Gt gor s b o s fct Sor s fck st bt gy o do o o o crss yur o cotpree.

Attributes
looks, has, is

Actions
does, can

Environment
where it lives

Attributes

looks, has, is

Actions
does, can

Environment
where it Ies

Use s abovscotgires s s, Aemataly create your oun cafeors

Uee the obove categorns o o set. Afernatey, create yur oun categnes.

They e at ol dopths from -t o et ther
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